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The Adverse Witness is pleased to feature articles 
submitted by Collier County Bar Association mem-
bers, affiliates and the general public that may 
be of interest to Collier County Bar Association’s 
membership.  The Collier County Bar Association 
does not verify the accuracy of the information 
contained in the articles published in the Adverse 
Witness, nor are the articles published in the 
Adverse Witness intended to express the views of 
the Collier County Bar Association.  If you have 
any questions or concerns about information 
contained in articles published in the Adverse 
Witness, please contact the author of the article 
directly.
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When I began my term as President, one of my priorities was to focus on and im-
prove member benefits.  It is still is my goal, and of course, it’s a goal shared by all 
CCBA Board and staff members.  With that goal in mind, we’ve tried a few different 
things over the past nine months.  

With the help of the Event Committee, we’ve tried to improve or refresh many of our 
existing events by tweaking the format and adding new features while keeping prices 
the same, or in some instances, even lowering prices.  Our Law Week Luncheon on 
April 24 at Tiburon at The Ritz Carlton, featuring Law Librarian of Congress, David 
Mao, is one great example.  We’ve added new events, such as our free Professional-
ism Roundtable CLE, intended to promote Bench/Bar interaction while focusing on 
a topic that impacts all members of the Bar.  We’ve expanded our free-for-members 
CLE library, and recently added over two dozen Florida Bar practice books to the 
Law Library, on wide-ranging topics, such as Automobile Insurance Law, Dissolution 
of Marriage, Evidence, Real Property Title Exam & Insurance, and almost everything 
in between.  These books are an excellent resource whether you’re trying to learn 
more about a different area of law, or simply need a citation to support what you 
already know.  We’re also implementing a plan to promote and increase the visibility 
of the CCBA and CCBF in the community, so folks outside the bar can be more 
aware of the good things that we and our members do.  In next month’s Adverse 
Witness, you’ll learn more about our efforts to address some difficult and delicate 
issues recently identified by a Florida Bar survey.  

Our biggest challenge in improving membership benefits has been to figure out 
what our members want from their local voluntary bar association.  Most of the 
time, we only hear when things go really well, or really poorly.  Fortunately, this year 
we’ve had more positive than negative comments.  But we still have plenty of room 
for improvement.  We just need to know where you’d like us to focus our efforts. 

In the next few weeks, the Membership Committee will be meeting to discuss 
member benefits.  We’ll also be working on a survey to all members to gauge their 
satisfaction with our current offerings and their interest in possible future events 
and offerings.  Please be on the lookout for the survey in the coming months.  We 
hope you’ll take the time to fill it out.  But even if you don’t, the next time you see 
me, or any other member of the CCBA Board or staff, please feel free to share your 
opinions – positive or negative – with us.  We can’t continue to improve our CCBA 
without feedback from you!
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PRESIDENT’S    MESSAGE By Sonia Diaz, Esq.

Tell us what you really think

“ ... please feel 
free to share 

your opinions 
– positive or 

negative – 
with us.”
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LEGAL AID    NOTES

Attorney of the month announced

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Legal Aid Attorney of the Month for March 2015, Jonathan Tolentino, Esq.
Legal Aid is proud to recognize attorney Jonathan Tolentino, Esq. as its Attorney of the Month 
for March 2015.  Mr. Tolentino is a sole practitioner in Naples whose practice focuses primarily on 
bankruptcy law.  Mr. Tolentino was a charter member of the group of attorneys who volunteered 
to start Legal Aid’s annual Pro Bono Bankruptcy Clinic in 2012.  Since then, the Clinic has helped 
hundreds of low-income clients through the bankruptcy process.  In addition to Mr. Tolentino’s 
work with the Bankruptcy Clinic, he has generously donated his time by handling numerous pro 
bono cases for Legal Aid over the past few years, providing services ranging from simple advice 
and counsel to full representation in Chapter 7 cases for low-income clients who are struggling 
with debt.  Mr. Tolentino has also been an invaluable resource for Legal Aid by donating his 
time and expertise to answer bankruptcy and consumer law questions posed by Legal Aid staff 
attorneys.    

“We applaud Jonathan for his leadership in bringing together and sustaining our Pro Bono 
Bankruptcy clinic, and we are very grateful for his generous service to our clients in need.  He is 
lifting burdens for people weighed down in financial crisis.  We are proud to honor him.” Jeffrey 
Ahren, Director of Development for Legal Aid Service of Collier County.

Congratulations to Jonathan Tolentino, Esq., Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month for March 2015!

Legal Aid Attorney of the Month for April 2015, Shawn Seliger, Esq.
Legal Aid is proud to recognize attorney Shawn Seliger, Esq. as its Attorney of the Month for 
April 2015.  Mr. Seliger is a sole practitioner serving Collier and Lee Counties, and focuses his 
practice on family law, real estate and criminal defense.  For years, Mr. Seliger has volunteered 
as a pro bono attorney with Legal Aid, assisting low-income clients with family law and real 
estate matters.  Most recently, Mr. Seliger generously donated his time to provide advice and 
counsel at Legal Aid’s Pro Bono Clinic on March 5th.  This year, Mr. Seliger further reinforced 
his commitment to Legal Aid’s mission by joining the Legal Aid Advisory Board.  Mr. Seliger has 
also been a generous financial supporter of Legal Aid, sponsoring the Barrister’s Bash for several 
years.

 “Shawn supports Legal Aid in every way possible – as a pro bono attorney, donor, and leader 
on our Advisory Board.  His service furnishes a great example for others to follow, and we are 
blessed to have him as part of our Legal Aid ‘family.’  This distinction is well-earned.”  Jeffrey 
Ahren, Director of Development for Legal Aid Service of Collier County.

Congratulations to Shawn Seliger, Esq., Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month for April 2015!

March 5th Pro Bono Clinic A Great Success
Legal Aid wishes to thank all of the volunteers who recently participated in its Pro Bono Clinic 
on the evening of March 5th at the Naples office of Legal Aid Service of Collier County.  The 
Clinic assisted over 45 clients in the areas of family law, bankruptcy, consumer law, housing, 
employment, and more.  Many thanks to the eleven pro bono attorneys and nine volunteers who 
made this event possible:  

Marshall Bender, Esq.
Gregory Champeau, Esq.
Tim Hains, Esq.
Ed Larsen, Esq.
Tamara Nicola, Esq.
Jim O’Leary, Esq.
Sarah Oquendo, Esq.
Melinda Riddle, Esq.

Legal Aid Service of Collier 
County is committed to working 

alongside the private bar and 
membership of CCBA to make 

the Collier Lawyers Care pro 
bono attorney program the best 

of its kind in the State of Florida.  
Two immediate goals they want 

to achieve are increasing the 
number of pro bono volunteer 

attorneys in the CLC program, 
and expanding public awareness 
about CLC and the impact Legal 

Aid Service of Collier County 
has on the community by offer-

ing free civil legal services to 
the underserved population of 
Collier County.  To learn more 

about LASCC and Collier Law-
yers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A. 

Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at 
(239) 298-8143; email khache@

legalaid.org.

continued on page 10

Shawn Seliger, Esq.
Rebecca Vaccariello, Esq.
Mimi Wolok, Esq.
Jeffrey Ahren
Victoria Davis
Eduardo Espinoza
Karenin Hache
Katie Larsen

Logan Meester
Evelyn Navarro
Rachael Romero
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MARK YOUR   CALENDAR

2 Trusts and Estates Luncheon
 Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
 This is a free event – please bring a lunch

3 CCBA Offices Closed for Good Friday

7 CCBA Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

 CCB Foundation Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

 Trial Law Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
 TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

8 Trial Lawyers Board Meeting
 Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

9 CCACDL Luncheon
 Café Luna, 11:45 a.m.

 Real Estate Luncheon
 Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
 RE Members - $25; Non-members - $30

11 YL Bowling Tournament
 Beacon Bowland, 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
 After party at Pelican Larry’s
 Individual Bowler:  $15 for gov’t members;
 $25 for everyone else
 Teams:  $75 for gov’t members; $125 for
 everyone else
 Details & registration info on our website

14 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
 Thai Basil, 12:00 p.m.

21 Inns of Court
 The Club at Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.

24 Law Week Luncheon
 The Club at Tiburon, 12:00 p.m.
 CCBA Members - $20; Non-members - $40

 YL Pub Crawl
 8:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
 Pick up and drop off at The Pub at Mercato
 $25 in advance; $35 at the door

29 CCWBA Luncheon
 Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.

Event Policy
It is the policy of the 
Collier County Bar 
Association to request 
that all reservations for 
our events are placed at 
least two days prior to 
the event.

We are always willing 
to accommodate our 
members; however, event 
sites must order food two 
days prior to an event.

Also, it is the policy 
of the Collier County 
Bar Association to 
issue refunds ONLY if 
a member cancels a 
reservation two days 
prior to an event.  If a 
member cancels the day 
before, or the day of an 
event, a refund will not be 
issued.

We appreciate your 
consideration of this 
policy.

Register for any event 
through Lisa Mead.
Phone: 239-252-8711

lmead@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

APRIL

MAY
1 CCB Foundation Golf Tournament
 Quail Creek Country Club; 1pm shotgun
 Registration and Lunch at 11:30
 Shot-gun start at 1:00
 Reception after golf; $125 per golfer

5 CCBA Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

 CCB Foundation Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

 Trial Law Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
 TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

7 Trusts and Estates Luncheon
 Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
 This is a free event – please bring a lunch

12 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
 Thai Basil, 12:00 p.m.

13 Trial Lawyers Board Meeting
 Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

14 Real Estate Luncheon
 Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
 RE Members - $25; Non-members - $30

15 CCBA Membership Luncheon
 Hilton Naples, 12:00 p.m.
 Members - $20; Non-members - $25

19 Judicial Appreciation Reception 
 Club at Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 pm-8 pm
 Free to members of the trial law section,
 members of the judiciary and their 
 assistants; $35 for everyone else

20 Family Law Luncheon
 The Club at Naples Bay Resort, 12:00 p.m.
 FL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

22 Estate Planning Symposium
 Naples Hilton, 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
 TE Members - $40; Non-members - $60

25 CCBA Offices Closed for Memorial Day

25 Race Judicata 5K
 North Collier Regional Park
 Registration:  6:30 a.m.
 Race begins at 7:15 a.m.
 Kids Fun Run immediately after
 Registration information in 
 our next newsletter
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Issued by The Supreme Court of Florida, No. SC15-75
January 29, 2015

Supreme Court of Florida
No. SC15-75
IN RE: AMENDMENT TO THE CODE FOR
RESOLVING PROFESSIONALISM COMPLAINTS.
[January 29, 2015]
PER CURIAM.
 In 2013 the Court adopted the Code for Resolving Professionalism Complaints (Code), after 
considering the request of the Supreme Court of Florida Commission on Professionalism.  See In re 
Code for Resolving Professionalism Complaints, 116 So. 3d 280 (Fla. 2013).  The Code provides a 
process to address attorney professionalism issues at a crucial point, which is the local level.  After 
further study of the Code by the Commission on Professionalism, the Court, on its own motion, 
amends the Code.1

 The Code provides for the establishment of Local Professionalism Panels.  These are entities 
independent of The Florida Bar that are “established at the local level for the purpose of resolv-
ing complaints of alleged unprofessional conduct by attorneys practicing in [those circuits].”  Id. 
at 283.  The structure for addressing professionalism issues also includes Circuit Committees on 
Professionalism.  The Committees were established pursuant to the Administrative Order issued 
by this Court on June 11, 1998, that directed the Chief Judge of each circuit to create and maintain 
in continuous operation a Circuit Committee on Professionalism.  Id. at 281.  After considering 
the responsibilities performed by the Local Professionalism Panels and the Circuit Committees on 
Professionalism, we hereby amend the Code by adding Section 4, “Immunity,” to provide immunity 
from civil liability to members of the Local Professionalism Panels and members of the Circuit 
Committees on Professionalism, as well as to staff persons for these entities, for all acts performed 
in the course of their official duties.  See generally R. Regulating Fla. Bar 10-10.1 (Immunity); R. 
Regulating Fla. Bar 14-7.1(a) (Immunity).
 Accordingly, the Court amends the Code for Resolving Professionalism Complaints as set forth in 
the appendix to this opinion. The amendment shall become effective immediately upon the release 
of this opinion. Because the amendment was not previously published for comment, interested per-
sons shall have sixty days from the date of this opinion in which to file comments with the Court.2

 It is so ordered.
LABARGA, C.J., and PARIENTE, LEWIS, QUINCE, CANADY, POLSTON, and PERRY, JJ., 
concur.
THE FILING OF A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL NOT ALTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE 
OF THESE AMENDMENTS.
Original Proceedings – Code for Resolving Professionalism Complaints

1 We have jurisdiction. See art. V, § 15, Fla. Const.
2 All comments must be filed with the Court on or before March 30, 2015, with a certificate of service verifying that 
a copy has been served on the Director of The Florida Bar Center for Professionalism, Linda Calvert Hanson, 651 E.

Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300, lcalvert@flabar.org, as well as a separate request for oral argument if 
the person filing the comment wishes to participate in oral argument, which may be scheduled in this case. If filed by an 
attorney in good standing with The Florida Bar, the comment must be electronically filed via the Portal in accordance 
with In re Electronic Filing in the Supreme Court of Florida via the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, Fla. Admin. Order 
No. AOSC13-7 (Feb. 18, 2013). If filed by a nonlawyer or a lawyer not licensed to practice in Florida, the comment must 
be electronically filed via e-mail in accordance with In re Mandatory Submission of Electronic Copies of Documents, 
Fla. Admin. Order No. AOSC04-84 (Sept. 13, 2004). Electronically filed documents must be submitted in Microsoft 
Word 97 or higher. Any person unable to submit a comment electronically must mail or hand-deliver the originally 
signed comment to the Florida Supreme Court, Office of the Clerk, 500 South Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-
1927; no additional copies are required or will be accepted.

APPENDIX
Section 4. Immunity
4.1. Local Professionalism Panels and Circuit Committees on Professionalism: The members of the Local Profes-
sionalism Panels, staff persons assisting those panels, members of the Circuit Committees on Professionalism, and staff 
persons assisting those committees, shall have absolute immunity from civil liability for all acts in the course and scope 
of their official duties.
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Collier County Bar Association Board of Directors
2015-2016 Slate of Candidates

Below are the candidates vying for a seat on our board for the 2015-2016 season.  You may select up to four candidates. 
Electronic ballots will be sent to you on April 10th.  Any active regular, government or honorary member of the CCBA

is eligible to vote The election ends at 11:59 P.M. on Tuesday, May 5, 2015. Paper ballots are available upon request.  
Contact Lisa Mead should you have any questions about the election.

Beverly Brennan is a sole practitioner prac-
ticing exclusively in the Unified Family Court, 
with an emphasis on children’s issues. She is 
celebrating her tenth anniversary of private 
practice in Collier County this year, having left 
the snows of Massachusetts behind after prac-
ticing there for many years. She has been an 
active CCBA member since she arrived, serv-
ing as Chair of the Family Law Section in 2012-
2013. She received the Hon. Janeice T. Martin 

Equal Justice Award from Legal Aid in 2011 and served on its Board 
from 2007-2012. She regularly judges Teen Court and Mock Trial 
and lives in Naples with her son.

Travis Hayes is a partner in the Naples office 
of Cummings & Lockwood LLC.  He currently 
serves on the Board of Directors for the Col-
lier County Bar Association and the Collier 
County Bar Foundation, and serves as the 
President of the Young Lawyers Section of the 
CCBA. He is also a past Chair of the Trusts and 
Estates Section of the CCBA. Travis is a mem-
ber of the Executive Council of the RPPTL 
Section of the Florida Bar, and serves as Vice-

Chair of the Probate Law and Procedure Committee and as a 20th 
Judicial Circuit Representative for the Section.  He is the incoming 
Vice-Chair of the Probate Rules Committee for The Florida Bar, 
and also serves on the Grievance Committee for the 20th Circuit. 

Ed Larsen holds a JD, an MBA in Accountancy, 
and an LLM in Taxation; is AV rated and Board 
Certified in Business Litigation; is a Member of 
the 20th Judicial Circuit Professionalism Pan-
el, President-Elect of the Biggs Inns of Court, 
a Board Member of the Trial Lawyers’ Section, 
a Director and Secretary of the non-profit 
Florida Veterans & Military Legal Assistance, 
Inc., the Judge Advocate for the Naples Ameri-
can Legion, a Director of the Collier County 

United Way, and a member of the Florida Bar’s Evidence Commit-
tee; was Legal Aid’s “Attorney of Month”, and received Legal Aid’s 
“Leadership Award,” the Collier County Women’s Bar Associa-
tion’s 2009 “Certificate of Recognition,” and the Boy Scouts’ Silver 
Acorn Award. Ed is also a part-time General Magistrate assigned to 
Glades County. 

Rachael Loukonen, a director with Cohen & 
Grigsby, P.C., has been Board Certified by the 
Florida Bar in business litigation since 2012. 
She is the Chair of the Trial Lawyers Section 
of the CCBA, a Past President of the Collier 
County Women’s Bar Association, and a 2010 
graduate of Leadership Collier. In 2013, she 
was appointed to the Florida Bar Civil Rules 
of Procedure Committee and was also elected 
to serve on the board for St. Matthew’s House, 

Inc.  Rachael and her husband, John, have been married 18 years 
and have 4 children and 1 pound puppy.

James D. Molenaar is an attorney with the 
Collier County Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
manages the Internal Audit Department. He 
holds a JD, LL.M. and MBA.  James is a former 
Assistant State Attorney. He has been an ac-
tive member of the CCBA and the Thomas S. 
Biggs Inns of Court. He is a graduate of the 
Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce Lead-
ership Collier Program Class of 2012; serves 
on the Board of the Gene Doyle Backcountry 

Release Fishing Tournament; and has served on the Junior Achieve-
ment Hall of Fame Advisory Board and as a classroom volunteer.

Andrew Reiss was elected to the CCBA Board 
of Directors in early 2015 to complete the term 
of a resigning member.  He is a litigation part-
ner with Cheffy Passidomo, P.A. and has been 
board certified by the Florida Bar in business 
litigation since 2008.  He previously served as 
the chair of the Trial Lawyers’ Section of the 
CCBA and President of the local chapter of 
the American Inns of Court.  Andrew was a 
member of the Leadership Collier Class of 

2013 and currently serves as a board member for the PACE Center 
for Girls in Immokalee.

Christyna Torrez is an attorney with Coleman, 
Hazzard & Taylor, P.A. focusing her practice 
on business and commercial litigation.  Chris-
tyna has been an active member of the CCBA 
since 2007 and currently serves on the Board 
of Directors of the Trial Lawyers’ Section and 
the Young Lawyers’ Section of the CCBA.  She 
also serves on the CCBA Events Committee, 
the Senior Lawyers Committee of the Florida 
Bar, is a member of Inns of Court and the CC-

WBA, and is a graduate of the Chamber’s GAIN program.  Chris-
tyna graduated from the University of Michigan with honors and 
the University of Florida Levin College of Law.

Rebecca Vaccariello is a litigation attorney at 
Salvatori, Wood, Buckel, Carmichael & Lottes.  
Rebecca focuses her practice on civil litigation 
matters involving contract, business and cor-
porate disputes, construction law, real estate 
litigation and trust and estate litigation.   Re-
becca is a member of the Board of Directors 
for the Collier County Women’s Bar Associa-
tion and on the Advisory Board for the Legal 
Aid Service of Collier County.   In 2014, Re-

becca was appointed by Governor Rick Scott as a Commissioner 
to the Collier County Housing Authority.  She is also a member of 
the American Inns of Court, Thomas S. Biggs Section.
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BULLETIN    BOARD

Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by 

calling 252-8711 or 
drop an email 

line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Salvatori, Wood, Buckel, Carmichael & 
Lottes is proud to announce that Franc-
esca Passeri has been named a partner in 
the firm.  Ms. Passeri’s practice focuses in 
the areas of commercial and residential real 
estate; real estate development; zoning and 
land use and energy and environmental de-
sign consulting.

Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A., has an-
nounced that John Thomas Cardillo has 
been named a partner in the firm.  Cardi-
llo’s areas of practice include wills, trusts, 
probate, probate litigation, elder law and 
general trial practice.  Currently serving as 
president-elect of the Collier County Bar 
Association, he also serves on the City of 
Naples advisory board. Cardillo has a fel-
lowship with the executive council of the 
real property probate trust law section of 
The Florida Bar, and previously served as 
president of the Young Lawyers division of 
the Collier County Bar.

Nicole L. Goetz, P.L., is pleased to announce 
that Holly Rice has become an associate of 
the firm. Ms. Rice is focuses exclusively on 
marital and family law.

Jamie B. Schwinghamer, of Hahn Loeser & 
Parks LLP, has been appointed Secretary 
of the Executive Board for the Guardian 
ad Litem Foundation - 20th Judicial Circuit, 
Inc. (formerly known as Voices for Kids of 
Southwest Florida, Inc.).  Ms. Schwinghamer 
concentrates her practice in the areas of 

Inclusion 
Policy

If you are a CCBA member 
in good standing and you’ve 

moved, been promoted, hired an 
associate, taken on a partner, or 

received an award, we’d like to 
hear from you.  Talks, speeches 

(unless they are of national 
stature), CLE presentations and 

political announcements are 
not accepted.  In addition, we 
will not print notices of honors 

determined by other publications 
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best 

Lawyers, etc.). 

Notices must be submitted in 
writing and limited to 100 words; 

they are printed at no cost to 
members and are subject to 

editing.  E-mail your notice to 
lmead@colliercountybar.org.

OFFICE FOR RENT:  Attorneys (5) and oth-
er professional (1) with one corner executive 
office to rent.  Attractive building/offices in 
great location at Pine Ridge and Airport Rd., 
Naples, FL.  Space for an assistant, shared 
conference room with law library, reception 
area and kitchen is included for $875 per 
month.  Call 239-593-1444.
POSITION AVAILABLE: Cummings & 
Lockwood LLC is seeking a Fiduciary Ac-
countant for its Naples office. Candidate 
must have experience preparing tax re-

turns, including 1040s, 1041s, 709s & 706s; 
CPA preferred.  Ideal for professional who 
enjoys independence and high-level rela-
tionship with attorneys.  Benefits include 3 
weeks’ vacation to start, 4 weeks’ vacation 
year 2 and beyond, 11 holidays, personal and 
sick days, 401(k), medical, dental, flexible 
spending account and more.  Please email 
resume to oeldridge@cl-law.com, fax to 
239-430-3344 or mail to Administrator, P.O. 
Box 413032, Naples, FL  34101.   EOE/AA

probate, trust, guardianship and complex 
commercial litigation.

Roetzel is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Daniel K. Weidenbruch as 
partner-in-charge of the law firm’s associ-
ates, effective March 1, 2015. Mr. Weiden-
bruch succeeds partner Ashley D. Lupo, 
also of the Naples office. Mr. Weidenbruch 
is a Board Certified real estate attorney 
who handles all aspects of real estate law, 
including commercial and residential trans-
actions, complex commercial loans, com-
mercial and residential construction proj-
ects, and the formation and structuring of 
corporate entities. 

You are cordially invited to the

President’s Luncheon
to meet

Hodges University President
Dr. David Borofsky

Tuesday, April 21, 2015
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

The Club Pelican Bay
707 Gulf Park Drive, Naples

Lunch is complimentary; seating is limited.
Please r.s.v.p. by April 17 to Adriana Buitrago

at ABuitrago@hodges.edu or 239-513-1122 x 6235.
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GUEST    EDITORIAL By Charles Hayes, Esq.

Bankruptcy issues in real estate
Due to the economic collapse of 2008, Southwest Florida experienced a deep recession 
which led to a historically high rate of Bankruptcy filings, extending to individuals and fami-
lies of all socio-economic classes.  The increase in filings has caused issues to arise in real 
estate transactions resulting in the need for real estate attorneys to become more familiar 
with the workings of Bankruptcy Law.

Bankruptcy Law is governed by Title 11 of the United States Code.  The code was updated 
in 2005 with the adoption of the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection 
Act of 2005.    The two most common consumer bankruptcy cases arise under Chapter 7 
and Chapter 13 of Title 11.  

In general terms, a Chapter 7 bankruptcy is a liquidation.  In a Chapter 7 bankruptcy a 
Trustee is appointed to administer the Bankruptcy Estate, liquidate any assets, and use the 
proceeds of the liquidation to repay creditors.  It is important to note that not all personal 
and real property is subject to liquation.  Debtors in bankruptcy have the right to particular 
exemptions available to them base on their jurisdiction.   

A Chapter 13 bankruptcy differs from a Chapter 7 bankruptcy in that it is restructuring of 
debt.  In a Chapter 13 bankruptcy a debtor is required to make a monthly plan payment to an 
appointed Trustee.  The payment is based on an analysis of the Debtors Assets, exemptions, 
income and, in some cases, total debt.  A Chapter 13 bankruptcy also allows restructuring 
of secured creditors.  Under certain circumstances, a vehicle loan or a parcel of non-home-
stead real property loan that is “underwater” may be reduced to the current fair market 
value of the asset, or “Crammed-Down”.  Currently, there is no such “Cram-Down” provision 
for homestead property, however the Chapter 13 payment plan does provide several op-
tions to help debtors who are either underwater, behind in payments, or both.  

Under The New Model Chapter 13 plan (specific to the Middle District of Florida only), a 
debtor has the following options when it comes to Homestead Property:

The first option is an election to pay the loan directly.  In this instance a debtor is going to 
make all scheduled payments outside of the Chapter 13 plan directly to the Lender/Credi-
tor.  In order to make this election in good faith a debtor must be current with all payments 
to the Lender/Creditor.  

The second option is an election to pay the Lender/Creditor through the Chapter 13 plan.  
This is often used as a way to save a home when a debtor is behind in payments.  In this case, 
a debtor would pay the monthly mortgage payment as well as all arrears through the Chap-
ter 13 plan.  Any arrearage will be prorated over the life of the Chapter 13 plan (up to sixty 
months).  If this option is elected, the Lender/Creditor is being made whole, and the loan 
will be caught up once the Chapter 13 plan is completed.  It is important to note that if this 
option is elected, the debtor is required to also pay the Trustee a percentage of the total 
payment (currently 10% in our Jurisdiction).  For example: a debtor has a mortgage payment 
of $1,000.00 a month.  At the time of filing the debtor is 8 months (or $8,000.00) behind 
in payments.  Under Chapter 13, the Debtor would pay the $1,000.00 payment plus $133.33 
($8,000.00/60 months) in arrears plus an additional trustee fee of $125.93 (10% of the total 
repayment/60 months) for a total monthly payment of $1,259.26.  This strategy will also work 
if a debtor is delinquent on Homeowners Association dues.  

The Third option is an election to pay adequate protection to the Lender/Creditor and 
request court ordered mediation to discuss a loan modification. By electing this option, a 
debtor will pay 31% of his/her gross income to the Lender/Creditor as adequate protection 
for a period of six months.  During that period the debtor can apply for court ordered me-
diation to discuss a loan modification.  

continued on page  10
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Legal Aid Notes  
continued from page 4

Legal Aid also wishes to specially thank to Pro Bono Assistant 
Grace Cobos for organizing this event, and whose hard work made 
it a great success.

7TH ANNUAL BARRISTER’S BASH
Please join us at 6:00 p.m. on May 7th at the Hilton of Naples to 
celebrate the 7th Annual Barrister’s Bash.  The Bash includes a 
cocktail hour, three course dinner, complimentary glass of wine, 
silent and live auctions, and a community awards ceremony.  This 
year, Legal Aid is proud to honor its 2015 honorees for their hard 
work and outstanding service toward Legal Aid’s mission of equal 
justice:

Champion of Justice – Bill Barnett
Volunteer of the Year – Stacey Deffenbaugh
Law Firm of the Year – Robins Kaplan LLP
Attorney of the Year – Blake Kirkpatrick, Esq.
Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award – Enita Kushi, Esq. 
Leadership Award – Shelley Perry, Esq.

Tickets and sponsorships are still available!  Tickets to the Bash 
are $125 per person.  All Sponsors receive tickets to the Bash, as 
well as many other benefits which vary by sponsorship level.  For 
tickets, please contact Logan Meester at lmeester@legalaid.org 
or by calling (239) 298-8138.  For sponsorship information, please 
contact Jeff Ahren at jahren@legalaid.org or by calling (239) 298-
8130.   

The fourth option is to surrender the property in the Chapter 
13 plan.  

All four options have different ramifications when it comes to 
the application of the automatic stay and creditor/lender rights.   

Title 11 of the United States Code §362 governs the automatic 
stay in Bankruptcy.  The automatic stay acts as an injunction 
against all creditors of a debtor, prohibiting actions against a 
debtor and property of the debtor’s estate.  The Automatic Stay 
is most commonly used to stop or delay a foreclosure action.  
The automatic stay differs depending on how the debtor has 
elected to treat the property in the Chapter 13 plan.  Under the 
pay direct option, the automatic stay is lifted automatically “In 
Rem” upon filing of the Chapter 13 plan.  If the property is sur-
rendered, the automatic stay is lifted “In Rem” automatically 30 
days after the plan is filed.  If the debtor is repaying the arrears, 
the stay is kept in place through the duration of the bankruptcy 
case (provided the payments are made in full and in good faith).  
If a modification is sought, the stay will remain in place for 6 
months, and if an agreement is not reached the stay will be lifted 
“In Rem”.  

Once the stay is lifted a creditor has the right to offset losses 
by taking back possession of property (usually through foreclo-
sure).   However, the “In Personam” liability will terminate as long 
as the debtor receives a discharge in his/her case.  If the case is 
dismissed prior to discharge, creditors may reassert “In Perso-
nam” claims against the debtor.

A final issue that comes up frequently in Bankruptcy cases is 
lien stripping.  Under the Bankruptcy code a debtor may strip 
off secondary liens against real property provided the value of 
the property is less than the primary lien.  For example: a piece 
of real property is worth $100,000.00 and has 2 mortgages at-
tached to it.  The first mortgage is for $120,000.00 and the sec-
ond mortgage is for $40,000.00.  Under this scenario the debtor 
may motion the Court to avoid the second lien and treat the 
debt as unsecured.  The lien would be stripped off of the prop-
erty upon discharge.  

This can create title issues when the debtor attempts to sell the 
property.  In order to issue clear title a closing agent would need 
to research the bankruptcy to make sure the lien strip was done 
accurately, and that the case was completed and discharged.  A 
closing agent can use PACER to access this information, or may 
want to contact the debtor’s bankruptcy attorney to get a record 
of the proceedings.  

It is crucial to review the title as soon as possible when deal-
ing with property that has been involved in a bankruptcy filing.  
Most issues can be resolved, however, it can take time to get all 
of the necessary Bankruptcy information needed to issue a title 
policy and a prompt response to these issues will help prevent 
delays in closing.  

Charles Hayes is a graduate of Furman University and Albany 
Law School.  He has 13 years of real estate closing, title, and fi-
nance experience and has been practicing law in southwest Flor-
ida for the past 6 years focusing primarily on bankruptcy, real 
estate, and estate planning.   

Bankruptcy issues  
continued from page 9
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Trust protectors: 4th DCA issues decision
In a landmark decision, the Florida Fourth District Court of Appeal authored the first appellate 
opinion in Florida approving of the use of trust protectors and affirming their authority to modify 
a Florida trust instrument.  See Minassian v. Rachins, 2014 WL 6775269 (Fla. 4th DCA Dec. 3, 
2014).  Trust protectors are individuals who are appointed by the terms of the trust to carry out 
specific duties separate and apart from those given to a trustee.  Traditionally, trust protectors 
were rarely used in trust documents, mainly due to the uncertainty of how the courts would 
interpret the use of their powers in conjunction with Florida statutes.  In recent years, Florida 
estate planning attorneys have begun to use trust protectors more frequently to modify trust 
provisions, especially in “friendly” situations where litigation was unlikely.  Minassian, however, 
will pave the way for estate planners to feel more comfortable using trust protectors even when 
potentially litigious heirs are involved.  

In Minassian, the settlor named his estate planning attorney as his trust protector.  According 
to the attorney, the settlor had specific instructions about how his trust should be administered 
for his wife’s benefit after his death.  The settlor anticipated that his children (the remainder 
beneficiaries), would be infuriated with his plan, and that one or more of them may try to sue his 
wife (the sole trustee after the settlor’s death) for breach of trust.  After the settlor’s death, the 
children filed suit against his wife, alleging that she had breached her fiduciary duties by improp-
erly administering the trust.  During the litigation, the estate planning attorney used his powers as 
trust protector to modify certain of the trust’s provisions.  These modifications were inconsistent 
with the position that the children had advanced in the litigation.  The children thereafter filed 
a supplemental complaint to declare the modifications invalid.  The trial court agreed with the 
children’s arguments at summary judgment, and invalidated the trust protector’s modifications.    

Florida’s Fourth District Court of Appeal reversed the trial court’s decision, holding that: (1) trust 
protectors are authorized under Florida law; (2) the powers granted to the trust protector in 
the trust instrument in question were authorized by Florida law; and (3) the settlor’s intent to 
use a trust protector instead of the court system to resolve the dispute between his wife and 
children should be upheld under Florida law.  First, the Court held that because the Florida 
Trust Code confers on a trustee “or other person a power to direct the modification or termina-
tion of the trust,” trust protectors are authorized under Florida law.  Id. at *4; see also Fla. Stat. 
§ 736.0808(3).  Second, the Court held that the power to modify a trust does not violate the 
trustee non-delegation rule, since it is the settlor, and not the trustee, who is delegating the modi-
fication power to the trust protector.  Minassian, 2014 WL 6775269, at *5.  Third, the Court held 
that Florida Statutes §§ 736.0410 through 736.04115, and § 736.0412, do not provide the exclusive 
means by which one may modify a trust under the Florida Trust Code.  Rather, Florida Statute 
§ 736.0808(3) provides that a trust instrument may confer the power of direct modification to 
persons other than trustees.  Id.  Lastly, the Court held that where it was the settlor’s intent to 
resolve ambiguous language in the trust instrument by the use of a trust protector, “[r]emoving 
that authority from the trust protector and assigning it to the Court violates the intent of the 
settlor.”  Id. at *8.     

Barring a future negative opinion from the Florida Supreme Court, trust protectors are here to 
stay, and will likely be utilized more often in years to come.  Now that Florida attorneys finally 
have an appellate decision upon which they can rely, estate planners and litigators alike should 
be studying the Florida Trust Code so that they are ready to defend, or attack, the actions trust 
protectors may take in the future.

Jamie Schwinghamer, Esquire is a senior associate in the Naples office of Hahn Loeser & Parks 
LLP, and focuses her practice on estate, trust and guardianship litigation.  Ms. Schwinghamer 
attended the University of Miami School of Law, earning her J.D., magna cum laude, in 2006.  
Allison Christensen, Esquire is also an associate in the Naples office of Hahn Loeser & Parks, 
and focuses her practice on estate, trust and commercial litigation.  Ms. Christensen attended 
Wayne State University Law School, earning her J.D., cum laude, in 2009.  To learn more about 
Ms. Schwinghamer and Ms. Christensen, please visit the Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP website at: 
www.hahnlaw.com. 

GUEST    EDITORIAL By Jamie Schwinghamer, Esq.
and Allison Christensen, Esq.
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TECHNOLOGY    POST By Beverly Brennan, Esq
Co-chair, Technology Committee of the CCBA

Portable computing
Those of you who know me know that I am almost never without my iPad in the 
courtroom. That is, until a fellow attorney suggested that I check out Microsoft’s 
Surface tablet. The Surface Pro 3 has displaced the iPad as my portable technol-
ogy of choice, although I have been known to use both at once. My laptop is now 
gathering dust, as the Surface can do everything a laptop can do, and more than an 
iPad can do. Are you interested? Here’s what you need to know.

The Surface is currently available in three models: Surface 2, Surface Pro 2 and 
Surface Pro 3. The Surface 2 and Surface Pro 2 have been discontinued but are still 
available for sale until the current stock is sold out. Microsoft is expected to offer a 
Surface Pro 4 in the near future, although no release date is set.  If you don’t mind 
an older model, the Surface 2 and Surface Pro 2 are excellent values for the money. 

The Surface utilizes Microsoft’s proprietary operating system known as Windows 
RT, and the Pro models use Windows 8.1. For legal purposes, Windows 8.1 is far more 
useful and familiar to most PC users than Windows RT, and the ability to access 
ShowCase and the e-filing portal from the courtroom is a significant advantage. The 
Surface Pro 2 and the Surface Pro 3 are available with several different hard drive 
sizes and processors, depending on your particular needs and budget.

The Pro 3 is slightly larger, thinner and lighter than the Pro 2. Both models come 
with one USB 3.0 port, micro SD slot, headphone jack, front and rear cameras, Blue-
tooth 4.0 and Wi-Fi. The Surface pen is included, but the keyboard is not. The Pro 
2 has two different keyboards available; the Pro 3 has only one. The Pro 3 keyboard 
has a magnetic hinge which angles it for use on a desktop; the Pro 2 keyboards are 
flat. If you want to use either model on a desktop, spring for the Bluetooth mouse 
so the single USB slot is available for other uses.

The Pro 2 has a two-position kickstand for propping on a desk or lap, while the Pro 
3 has a fully articulated hinge which allows you to use it at any angle.  I did not think 
that was a big deal until I tried it in the courtroom. No matter where I’m sitting, I can 
adjust the Pro 3 to get a good working and viewing angle. The Pro 2 can be a little 
more awkward to use on a lap, although it works just fine on a table or desk.

Microsoft has many accessories available for all three models, including docks, 
video connectors for external monitors, Bluetooth mice and other useful add-ons. 
If you don’t care for the compatible keyboards, many third-party Bluetooth key-
boards are compatible with the Surface models. 

Portable computing is here to stay. If you think you need a tablet and a laptop, you 
may want to think again. The Surface Pro is blurring the boundaries between the 
two devices, giving you the best of both worlds.
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THE TRAVELING    FORK® By John P. Cardillo, Esq.

The passage of time
Ah, the passage of time!  Lanette is leaving the legal world to reflect 
on 45 years of hard, loyal, efficient and knowledgeable service to law-
yers, judges, and the rest of the public.  Many people retire but few 
look and act as young upon retirement as they did when you first met them.  Lanette is one of 
those rare people.
In 1974 Lanette came to work for Dan Monaco when Dan and I were at Sorokoty, Monaco & Cer-
velli.  In what was largely a busy general practice, Lanette organized the files, chopped out the fat, 
and proceeded straight ahead, no nonsense and in stride.  Early on in 1975 she knew we were plan-
ning to open our own office and were renovating a house and motel with little public knowledge.  
We had purchased the property under Dan’s aunt and uncle’s names, borrowed money from them 
and my parents as we could not get a mortgage without notoriety, and my father supervised the 
construction.  The evening of February 28, 1975, was the moving night.
Lanette was organized.  We had my cousin, Mike Faulconer - a very large fellow; and an even larger 
fellow who was the step-son of our client Walter Donovan, who had brokered the real estate deal 
to buy the property; my mother and my father, and my aunts.  Lanette supervised the moving of 
cabinets, the moving of files, the whole shebang, and we had a midnight deadline to get it done.
Dan’s furniture was moved in and I had bought County Judge Stanley’s furniture inasmuch as he 
had regained his seat on the Bench.  (He had threatened to practice with us if he lost - and we 
campaigned hard for him.)
Why the midnight deadline?  Because Marilyn Ginos, the proprietor of St. George & The Dragon 
where just about every lawyer in town ate lunch and bachelors ate dinner, was coming to cel-
ebrate.  And, after getting everyone out, sure enough Marilyn, driving her little MG convertible, 
appeared precisely at midnight in a black gown, carrying two bottles of Dom Perignon and a lit 
candelabrum.  I still have an empty bottle of Dom Perignon on my book shelf.  
When the witching hour arrived, we were exhausted by midnight and the three of us drank the 
champagne, and then in typical hungry boy fashion we asked her to go back, get some more cham-
pagne and some sandwiches.  She did.  We drank, we ate, she left, and we went to sleep on our 
respective office couches.  
The next morning, Saturday, March 1, 1975, a knock on the office door and there were my relatives 
and Lanette ready to finalize the move-in.  They were greeted by two sheepish looking, bleary-
eyed, young men with smiles.
I can still picture it.
There was my Aunt Rose tending to the roses in the planter outside my office window.  
There was Aunt Iris (Michael’s mother) walking around with Pledge and a rag.   
There was my mother supervising filings with Lanette.
And at 10:00 a.m. that Saturday morning I had two clients sitting in my office talking of giving a loan 
to the Italian American Club to pay off the bonds that had been issued to buy the land and build 
the clubhouse where it presently stands.
Their presence did not deter my father from exercising his continuing supervisory authority.  He 
came walking through the side door with his toolbox to re-work some items in the office and told 
us to continue with our conference.  I - the President-Elect of the Italian American Club and the 
President-Elect of the Collier County Bar at that time - was trying to express a position of cool, 
but my response was, “Yes, Dad!”
My mother was my secretary for the first thirty days until Ann Monaco became available.   Several 
days later, while I was interviewing a potential divorce client who was big and tough and I was try-
ing to impress with seriousness, my mother knocked on the door and said, “Johnny, Daddy wants 
to know if you want some lunch.”  At first I blanched, but this big strapping fellow, an operating en-
gineer, had been accompanied by his mother and she said, “Isn’t that nice.”  Then he retained me.
During the first few months, my mother, who then became our receptionist for three months, was 
excellent at it, making potential clients feel comfortable, at ease and attended to.  She replaced 
her sister Iris, who thought she knew how a law office operated because her son-in-law was a 

continued on page 16
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Young Lawyers Section update
It is hard to believe that Spring is already here! Many thanks to 
those of you who attended the Young Lawyers’ Ethics Seminar 
at the Hilton in January. We were honored to have speakers Ra-
chel Kerlek, Christopher Donovan, Edward Cheffy, Laird Lile and 
Florida Supreme Court Justice Charles Canady discuss several 
important ethical guidelines.  CLE for this event will be available 
shortly.

This year’s Holidays in March event will take place on the morning 
of Saturday, March 28th at the Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens. 
Our beneficiary this year is the Children’s Network of Southwest 
Florida, a nonprofit agency that administers the child welfare sys-
tem in the 20th Judicial Circuit and is responsible for over 1,800 
abused and neglected children.  The children and families that 
participate are always so grateful for this event and the YL Board 
truly enjoys hosting it. Participants get to spend time at the zoo 
and receive items from their “wish lists” that they otherwise may 
not be able to enjoy. 

The YL Section has also formed a virtual American Cancer So-
ciety Relay for Life fundraising team.  YL Past President Michael 
Traficante is the Chair of the Naples Relay for Life event which 
starts on the evening of Friday, April 17th and lasts through the 
morning of April 18th.  The Naples event is the largest Relay event 
in the state of Florida. Please keep an eye out for emails from Lisa 
Mead with instructions on how to visit our virtual page to make a 
donation to this very important cause. The YL Board will match, 
up to a total of $250.00, all donations made prior to May 1st. All 
members of the CCBA are welcome to donate. For more informa-
tion please contact Michael Traficante at mtraficante@gfpac.com. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, April 18th at 12:00 pm 
for this year’s Bowling Tournament at Beacon Bowl. This event is 
open to all CCBA members. We are very excited that this year’s 
beneficiary is the Special Olympics of Collier County (SOCC).  
This event has had a great turnout for the past several years and 
we hope that you will help make it another great tournament this 
year. There will be a raffle with great prizes, free food and soda 
at the bowling alley, and an after party at Pelican Larry’s on Pine 
Ridge. The YL Section is providing a VIP bowling lane for mem-
bers of the judiciary and their staff. Sponsorships are available for 
the tournament.  Please check the CCBA website for details and 
register a team to help support SOCC!

April is a busy month for the YL Section!  One week after the 
Bowling Tournament the YL Section will host a Trolley Pub Crawl 
on Saturday, April 25th. The trolley will depart from the Pub at 
Mercato at 8 pm and will make stops at Tavern on the Bay, Paddy 
Murphy’s, Avenue Wine Bar and Pelican Larry’s. Guests are wel-
come. 

Finally on, Friday, May 29th at noon is the YL President’s Party 
at Brio. Please join us as we honor Travis Hayes as the outgoing 
President of the Young Lawyers’ Section as he officially passes 
the presidential torch to Christopher Donovan. There will also 
be an election for Board positions at this luncheon, so if you or 
anyone you know is interested in becoming more involved with 
Young Lawyers, please contact Christopher Donovan at cdono-
van@ralaw.com. 

We look forward to seeing you at these events and we are very 
grateful for your support. These events are only a success be-
cause of CCBA members like you. 
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lawyer in Bradenton.  But she gave up quickly when she realized 
she could only answer one phone call at a time and would let the 
others go.  
My folks had such pride in what their son and Dan had done.  How-
ever, being protective, my mother was concerned that Dan’s former 
partner, Ric Cervelli, would retaliate for us leaving the firm.  This 
stayed on her mind unbeknownst to me.  One day I called the office 
from the courthouse and my mother answered, “Monaco & Cer-
velli”.  I was aghast.  I said, with indignation and without identifying 
myself, “What is the name of this firm?”  I heard her say, “Oh, oh!”, 
dropped the phone and left the desk.  She ran to Dan’s office and 
told Lanette, “I have just made a big mistake and I need to see Dan.”   
In she went and explained what happened.
Dan said, “And?”  
And she said, “What should I do?”  
Dan, in his normal direct and understated-style, said, “Find out 
what he wants.”
There were some great memories that first year.  We thought being 
so far out - there was no one out on the East Trail although Carroll, 
Vega, Brown & Nichols had moved from Third Street South to Air-
port Road - that no one would find us or call us.  Dr. Frank DeRango, 
one of Naples’ first anesthesiologists and a client and friend of 
Dan’s, encouraged us saying, “You guys are good and they will find 
you.  I went through the same thing in Illinois.”  We were fortunate 
from that first workday, Monday, March 3rd.  In fact, Judge Smith’s 
secretary came with impact and backed into the planter outside 
my window, smashing it to smithereens.
The former owners, who built the house and motel in 1957 and 
raised their only child here, sent flowers.  He, Roan “Doc” Johnson, 
was the last of the surveyors of the construction of the Tamiami 
Trail.  His son, Roan, still works at the County Tax Collector’s Of-
fice.  The Johnsons felt secure knowing they had unique access to 
lawyers and visited often.
We rented out the motel units to small businesses.  We had hired 
an associate from the State Attorney’s Office who just successfully 
prosecuted a murder case.  However, he had developed a rela-
tionship with the local Animal Control Officer.  His wife found out 
about it and sent him to the dog house - we found him living in one 
of the units.  He left town.  At the same time we rented to a local 
investigator who ended up with one of the subjects of his investiga-
tion in another unit.
I represented George Gay, the hero of the Battle of Midway, and 
assisted in producing his book, Sole Survivor; he stored thousands 
of copies in the unit.  Unfortunately for George, he thought he was 
Pappy Boyington of Bah, Bah Black Sheep, but, unlike Boyington, 
wouldn’t invest in a publisher, editor, or anything.  He was going 
to do it all himself, which led to the project’s undoing and lots of 
unsold books.  
The practice grew and in the Fall of 1976, Bill Keith joined our office.  
We sealed off the motel carport, built on the back, and internalized 
access.  Until we did this, we held depositions in the motel units 
with outside access with unreliable wall unit air conditioners.  Jim 
Bonaquist came in 1986, and John Thomas Cardillo in 2003.
We were proud of the little things like having the only office in town 
where the library (formally the motel’s washing machine room) was 
separated from our conference room (Roan, Jr.’s bedroom).  Bill got 
the master bedroom, and Dan and I split the lengthwise two-car 
carport.
Susie Robinson, my legal assistant for 38 years, got the motel office 
as her station.  Bill’s secretary had the enclosed small porch as her 

station.  And Dan’s assistant had the water closet.  It worked.  
We had our office Christmas parties in the office with family and 
a few clients, and our kids grew up with these memories.  One, in 
particular, was my son Joe at age 5 typing away at the front desk 
and pressing every button he could find.  When Bill went out the 
back door to get some ice, he was met by two CCSO SWAT team 
members with shotguns drawn - Joe had pressed the alarm button 
that led to the Sheriff’s Office to signal that there was imminent 
danger or potential violence on site.  It had never been used before 
or since - but we found out then that it worked!
At the end of the first year we got a call from Judge Stanley’s Office 
that he wanted to see us at his home in then desolate Pine Ridge 
at 5:00 p.m.  Going to Judge Smith’s house to have orders signed 
or attend meetings was not unusual then, especially when downing 
one of his huge martinis or judicial robes.  But not Judge Stanley’s.  
This was a sternly delivered message - what did we do wrong - and 
Stanley was a “no nonsense” judge who packed a gun in court (as 
did prosecutors then), wore an 81st Airborne pin on his robe, sat 
on a Marine Corps pin, and gave 10 days straight time in jail for the 
first offense of DUI.
We drove up to Pine Ridge where he lived, and at that time was 
underdeveloped with signs, “No Discharge of Firearms”.  We sat, 
and he took out a bottle of VO which we obligingly shared.  He said 
very little and then said come with me.  We got in his car.  I thought 
the worst - we were going to the Everglades with divining rods.  
He drove back to our office under some excuse - near the court 
house - and there was a surprise one year anniversary party.  We 
felt loved and appreciated.
Its 40 years later and we thank everyone who has supported us - 
Lanette, our clients, the attorneys, the court staff, and the judges.  
And good luck, Lanette - stay as young as you have always been!
Your comments or contributions to this column are welcome; you 
can email johnpcardillo@ckblaw.com, write to Cardillo, Keith & 
Bonaquist, P.A., 3550 Tamiami Trail East, Naples, Florida 34112, or 
fax to (239) 774-2494.

Traveling Fork®  continued from page 13

Collier County Women’s 
Bar Association News

The CCWBA recently selected Kelley Price of Cohen and Grigsby 
as their Woman Lawyer of the Year.  Past recipients of the award 
gathered to welcome Kelley into their group.  Pictured (from left to 
right):  Jean Rawson,  Susan Healy, Judge Janeice Martin, Helen 
Sundgren, Kelley Price, Sharon Hanlon, Carolyn Cukos, Mary Beth 
Clary, Tara Dane, Sister Maureen Keheller. 
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Please support our advertisers.  
They make your newsletter 

possible!

If you are interested in advertising in The Adverse Witness, please contact 

the Collier County Bar Association office at (239) 252-8711 or lmead@

colliercountybar.org.

 
     (Member)    Non

 
B&W Color Member

Classified (<25 words) $25.00    n/a $30

Business card (3.625 x 2.125) $50.00    n/a $75

1/4 Page (3.625 x 4.375) $75.00    n/a $100

1/2 Page Vertical (3.625 x 9.75) $125.00    n/a $150

1/2 Page Horiz. (7.5 x 4.375) $125.00    n/a $150

Full Page (7.5 x 9.375) $220.00    n/a $300

1/2 Page Horiz. inside cover* (7.5 x 4.375)     n/a $350.00 $400

1/2 Page Vert. inside cover* (3.625 x 9.75)     n/a $350.00 $400

Full Page inside back cover* (7.5 x 9.375)     n/a $700.00 $800

1/2 page back outside* (7.5 x 4.375)     n/a $425.00 $500

*As space permits

Discounts are offered for multiple months.  Pre-payment is required.  Ads 

must be emailed in PDF, MS Word, MS Publisher, JPG or EPS format to 

LMead@colliercountybar.org.
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Cummings & Lockwood LLC is seeking a Real Es-
tate Paralegal (prefer Florida Registered Parale-
gal) with a minimum of 5 years practical experi-
ence in residential and commercial transactions, 
title work and closings for its Naples Office.  The 
position requires a solid background preparing all 
closing documentation from contract to closing 
in sales, purchases and loan closings. Other du-
ties include: preparation of closing statements, 
deeds, mortgages, and leases, title commit-
ments and policies, review of surveys, and post-
closing follow-up. Candidate must communicate 
professionally verbally and in writing with other 
real estate team members and third parties.  In-
dividual must be a team player able to work in a 
fast paced environment and have mastery of bal-
ancing multiple tasks and project management 
skills, and working independently when required.  
Candidate must have excellent attention to de-
tail, organization, accountability, and confidence 
in work product.  Benefits include 3 weeks’ vaca-
tion, 11 holidays, sick and personal days, 401(k), 
medical, dental, and more. Please email cover 
letter and resume to oeldridge@cl-law.com, or 
fax to Administrator at 239-430-3344.  EOE/AA

The legal landscape of Southwest Florida is ever changing.  For over 
40 years, Cardillo, Keith, Bonaquist has been at the forefront of 
those changes practicing law with experience, integrity and commitment.  
Accepting referrals in the areas of:

EXPERIENCE.
INTEGRITY.
COMMITMENT.

3550 Tamiami Trail E., Naples, FL 34112  |  239.774.2229  |  ckblaw.com

˚ Personal Injury & Wrongful Death

 ̊Business, Construction & Real Estate Disputes

˚ Commercial Litigation

˚ Probate, Trust & Elder Law
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INSURANCE

Long Term Care Insurance • Life Insurance 
Disability Income Protection • Critical Illness Coverage

Mitchell Dannenberg, cltc

Representing all major companies www.LTCiMarketplace.com

(239) 461-5511

Call me to see if life insurance  
or other coverages may make 
sense for your clients.

How much are your clients 
leaving the IRS? 

(Without enough life insurance, they just  
may become a beneficiary.)

And haven’t they already given  
them enough? 

© LTCiMarketplace 2014
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Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation

Referrals Honored

5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com

CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW

LAW OFFICE OF DONALD P. DAY
Criminal Law • Personal Injury

239-529-6053 • Fax 239-529-6293

dday@DonaldDayLaw.com
3375 East Tamiami Trail • Naples, FL 34112

Donald P. Day

Richard Weldon Bradley Rothman

_REFERRAL FEES PAID_

Representing Plaintiffs/Employees

Personal Injury
 Automobile Accidents
 Bicycle Accidents
 Motorcycle Accidents
 Slip and Falls
 Negligent Security 
 Wrongful Death
 Construction Accidents
 Abuse/Molestation
 Product Defects
 Premises Liability
 Nursing Home Abuse

Employment Law
 FLSA - Overtime &
               Unpaid Wages
 Sexual Harassment 
 Whistleblower Claims
 FMLA
 Wrongful Retaliation
 Discrimination & EEOC 
 Unemployment Appeals
 ERISA / EE Benefits
 Employment Contracts
 Business Torts

First Party Insurance Claims 
Disability ∙ Life ∙ Homeowners ∙ Business   

   
  

(239) 262-2141 
7935 Airport-Pulling Rd N, Suite 205, Naples, Florida 34109  

Member www.WeldonRothman.com Member 
- Representing Southwest Florida - 

EMPLOYMENT AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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Cheffy Passidomo
aT T o R N e y s  aT  L a W

www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102

Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

LEGAL NURSE 
CONSULTING, INC.

Cathy Stockinger, RN, BBA, CLCP, CLNC
Certified Legal Nurse Consultant

cstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Fred Stockinger, MD, FACC, FCCP, FACS
Retired Cardiovascular Surgeon, The Ohio State University 

fstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Legal Nurse Consulting , Inc.
6017 Pine Ridge Road, Suite 354
Naples, Florida 34119
Phone 239 659 LNCI (5624)
Fax: 239 643 1220
www.legalnurseconsultinginc.com

COURT REPORTING
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

KOTLER LAW FIRM, P. L.

A. STEPHEN KOTLER
BOARD CERTIFIED WILLS, TRUSTS AND ESTATES LAWYER

999 VANDERBILT BEACH ROAD, SUITE 200
NAPLES, FLORIDA 34108

239.325.2333 ▪ FAX 239.325.1853
SKOTLER@KOTLERPL.COM

2014

Certified Circuit Court Mediator
WILLIAM D. KEITH

Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
39 Years of Litigation Experience

Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.
3550 Tamiami Trail East
Naples, Florida 34112
Telephone: (239) 774-2229
E-Mail: wkeith@ckblaw.com

SWFL - (239) 738-1801
MEL@MELISSALICIA.COM
HTTP://WEDDINGS.MELISSALICIA.COM
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PATENT/TRADEMARK LAWBANKRUPTCY
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IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

Have You Considered Joining Lawyer 
Referral Service?
If not, perhaps you should.  During 2012 nearly 2,300 
referrals were made and  attorneys on our panels 
received more than $223,000 in fees from clients re-
ferred by the LRS.  There are currently many panels 
having four or fewer attorneys.  This is a great op-
portunity to grow your practice.  Questions, please 
contact Julianne Gilmore at 239-252-8138 or jgilmore@
colliercountybar.org.

RESEARCH

HOME SERVICES



HOME HEALTH/NURSING
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LEGAL NOTICES/ADVERTISING

MALPRACTICE



Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites 
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting.  Members $25.00 
and Guests $35.00.  Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com 
if interested in attending or if you need more information. 
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in.  Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.  
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if inter-
ested in attending or if you need more information.

Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc. 
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association 
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108
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The Chamber Building
2390 Tamiami Trail N., #202

Naples, Florida 34103
(239) 643-0100

Ed@edwardlarsenesq.com

AV Rated
Admitted to Florida • New York • New Jersey

EDWARD L. LARSEN, ESQ., P.A.
Business Law & Business Litigation

Board Certified 
Business Litigation 
Lawyer

Proud to be a Silver Sponsor to the Collier County Bar Foundation

BUSINESS LITIGATION

FineMark National Bank & Trust is a proud supporter 
of the Collier County Bar Association Foundation. 

a team you know & trust.

800 Laurel Oak Drive, Suite 101, Naples, FL 34108
www.fi nemarkbank.com  ∙  239-963-0700  ∙  Member FDIC  ∙  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and Investment Services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.

Christi Lunsford, Relationship Banker; Keith Embree, Loan 
Offi cer; and Terri Caple, Relationship Banker
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TIRED OF WAITING FOR
CLIENTS TO FIND YOU?

Join the Lawyer Referral Service of  Collier County –
and your phone will start ringing!



3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112


